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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 6-14, 17-22, 25, 27, 30-35, 38, and 40 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Brighton. 

Claims 1-3, 6-14, 17, 19-22, 25, 27, 30, 32-35, 38, and 40 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Schnall. 

Claims 1-5, 7-14, 17, 19-23, 25-27, 30, 32-36, and 38-40 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Holter (DE 2514879). 

Claims 1,17, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Crane (DE 2641761). 

Claims 1,17, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by White (GB 2057637). 

Claims 1,17, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Parola. 

Claims 1-3, 5-25, 27-38, and 40-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Paetzel. The patent to Paetzel discloses the recited fluid pressure 
reduction device comprising at least a first cylinder 4.1-4.3 having a plurality of 
apertures and surfaces, at least one second cylinder 5.1-5.3 press fit inside of the first 
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cylinder having a plurality of apertures and surfaces, the apertures are formed as a 
plurality of slots which overlap from cylinder to cylinder to create torturous paths for 
fluids through the device, cylinders 4.1-4.3 are fixed with respect to one another as are 
5.1-5.3 however the group 4 cylinders are movable with respect to group 5 cylinders, 
various different materials can be used to form the cylinders, at least one of the 
cylinders inherently is associated with a pressure reduction stage as this is what the 
apparatus is used for, the cylinders are frictionally engaged with one another, 
substantial portions of their surfaces are in contact with one another, cylinders 4 are 
fixed to the housing 1 , such is used for gas or liquid systems, at least some of the first 
plurality of apertures and second plurality of apertures function as plenums inherently 
with respect to an inlet or outlet, there is at least radial flow associated with the 
plenums, with respect to claims 15, 16, 28, 29, 41, and 42, such set forth method steps 
in an article claim and it is considered that such would not provide any further definition 
of the final structure when it does not matter what method was used to form the 
apparatus in an apparatus claim when there is no clear physical difference provided by 
using any one method over another to achieve the final apparatus therefore such 
limitations do not place any patentable weight on the final apparatus claimed, and the 
plurality of each type of cylinder, 4.1-4.3 and 5.1-5.3 discloses plurality of cylinders as 
required by the other independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 26, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Paetzel. The patent to Paetzel discloses all of the recited structure with the 

exception of forming the cylinders of different materials, however it is disclosed that 

different materials can be used to make the cylinders, therefore it is considered merely 

a choice of mechanical expedients to use different materials to make the cylinders as 

such would only require routine experimentation to arrive at an optimum material for use 

with whatever material the apparatus was designed to be used with. It would have been 

obvious to one skilled in the art to vary the materials of the cylinders to meet the needs 

of the user where such is merely a choice of mechanical expedients and would require 

only routine experimentation to arrive at optimum materials to be used based upon the 

material the apparatus is to be utilized with. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The references to Self, Bates, and Tartaglia disclosing state of 
the art cylindrical restrictors. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James F. Hook whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4903. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Wednesday, work at home 
Thursdays. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




^ames F. Hook 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3754 



JFH 



